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Whereas, Intermixed land ownership means 

that Colorado’s federal land managers, state 
land managers, and private property owners 
are all responsible for the protection of pri-
vate property; and 

Whereas, USDA Forest Service research 
has demonstrated that fuel reduction within 
the immediate vicinity of structures and the 
use of nonflammable building material are 
the most important factors determining 
whether a structure will survive a wildfire; 
and 

Whereas, A primary purpose of the Na-
tional Fire Plan is to reduce the risk of se-
vere wildfires in the wildland-urban inter-
face where communities adjoin or inter-
mingle with federal public lands, and sub-
stantial funds have been appropriated to the 
federal land management agencies to imple-
ment this plan; and 

Whereas, At a 1998 Colorado forest con-
ference sponsored by Governor Romer and 
the USDA Forest Service, consensus devel-
oped between the environmental community, 
the timber industry, and the USDA wildland-
urban interface red zone; and 

Whereas, In January 2002, the General Ac-
counting Office concluded that USDA Forest 
Service accounting and tracking is so poor 
that there is no way to determine whether 
the USDA Forest Service had appropriately 
spent over $750 million allocated to thinning 
and prescribed fire in the wildland-urban 
interface red zone; and 

Whereas, The USDA Forest Service has ag-
gressively fought efforts to require 60% of 
the National Fire Plan funds to be spent on 
fuel reduction projects that will provide the 
greatest protection to the at-risk commu-
nities; and 

Whereas, The federal land managers in Col-
orado are using National Fire Plan moneys 
in some instances to assist in the completion 
of projects that do little to reduce fuels in 
the wildland-urban interface; and 

Whereas, Colorado Congressmen Joel 
Hefley and Mark Udall have recognized this 
problem and introduced a bipartisan resolu-
tion, H.R. 3948, to improve implementation 
of the National Fire Plan by reducing the 
build-up of fuels in the wildland-urban inter-
face by establishing an interagency council 
to coordinate implementation of the Na-
tional Fire Plan, directing the council to de-
fine consent criteria to identify the commu-
nities within the wildland-urban interface 
that are most at risk from severe wildfires, 
requiring that fuel reduction be accom-
plished in at-risk communities before other 
fuel reduction efforts are undertaken in the 
state, and directing the council to determine 
the most effective and appropriate methods 
to utilize fuel removed pursuant to the Na-
tional Fire Plan; now, therefore, 

Be It Resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the Sixty-third General Assembly of the 
State of Colorado, the Senate concurring herein: 

That the General Assembly endorses H.R. 
3948 to improve the implementation of the 
National Fire Plan by reducing fuels in the 
wildland-urban interface, and urges the Colo-
rado Congressional Delegation to support 
and cosponsor this resolution. 

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this 
Joint Resolution be sent to the President of 
the United States, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Agriculture, and each 
member of the Colorado Congressional Dele-
gation. 

DOUG DEAN, 
Speaker of the House. 

ED PERLMUTTER, 
President Pro Tem of 

the Senate. 
JUDITH RODRIGUE, 

Chief Clerk of the 
House of Represent-
atives. 

KAREN GOLDMAN, 
Secretary of the Sen-

ate.

f

SPECIAL JOINT MEETING OF CON-
GRESS IN NEW YORK ON SEP-
TEMBER 6, 2002

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2002

Mr. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, it was a his-
toric experience to join with my colleagues in 
the Special Joint Meeting of Congress held in 
New York City. I have visited New York many 
times since the terrorist attacks on September 
11 2001. It is a city that has recovered from, 
but not forgotten, the events of that tragic day. 

The families and friends of those who per-
ished have endured a year of unbearable loss. 
They have my deepest sympathy. Rarely have 
we felt vile acts of terrorism perpetrated on 
our shores, and never on the scale of Sep-
tember 11th, 2001. Our response has shown 
the strength of character of the American peo-
ple. The sadness that we all felt that day, and 
in the days since, has hardened into a resolve 
to honor the memories of those who perished, 
to heal our wounds so that our nation is even 
stronger than before, and to bring righteous 
justice to those who perpetrated the attacks. 

The Congressional Session in New York 
was a fitting salute to that great metropolis, 
and a dramatic affirmation that all Americans 
stand united with the people of New York as 
we move forward to root out terrorism and 
build a free and secure world community.
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TRAINING OUR FIRST RESPOND-
ERS IN ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2002

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, protecting 
the people of the United States is Congress’ 
number one responsibility. Since the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, we have passed laws in the 
House to improve our readiness at home, and 
our agencies are meeting with state and local 
governments to share information and formu-
late emergency plans with our first respond-
ers. 

I wanted to let you know about a private ini-
tiative that took place this summer in the dis-
trict I represent that will improve local readi-
ness and help protect the people in northern 
Illinois. 

On July 20, 2002, Marathon Ashland Petro-
leum invited members of the Winnebago, 
Rockford, Blackhawk, Win-Bur-Sew, West 
Suburban, Byron and North West fire depart-
ments, along with the Winnebago County 
Sheriff’s Department and Bomb Disposal 
Team to a full-scale bomb drill at its Rockford 
terminal. The drill was designed to not only fa-
miliarize local, area and regional responders 
with the terminal’s facilities and equipment, but 
to also train and prepare our first responders 
for a credible threat against the terminal. The 
drill was the first of its kind in the petroleum 
industry following the Sept. 11 attacks on our 
nation. 

The all-day event began with tours of the fa-
cility and opportunities for police and fire re-
sponders to familiarize themselves with the 
equipment and set-up at the terminal, which 
can store up to 20 million gallons of fuel, in-
cluding gasoline and diesel. The Winnebago 
County Bomb Squad then participated in a 
simulation where area Emergency Medical 
Technicians were able to familiarize them-
selves with the special suits that bomb squad 
members must wear. 

The bomb squad commander, Chris Cowan, 
then briefed drill participants on likely tactics 
and targets within the terminal that terrorists 
might consider. A safety discussion and tips 
for locating a device followed. 

The day was capped off with a detonation of 
a small explosive device designed to show the 
impact that even a small device can make. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the kind of leadership 
from our local governments and our business 
community that we need to win the war on ter-
rorism and protect our homeland. We in Con-
gress have passed legislation to tighten secu-
rity in America and provide funding to help our 
nation prepare. But our first responders in our 
communities are the ones who will make 
homeland security work. 

The people at Marathon Ashland Petroleum 
and the brave police officers, firefighters, and 
EMTs from northern Illinois are leading the 
charge to protect our people. And I commend 
them for that.

f

COMMEMORATING ANNIVERSARY 
OF SEPTEMBER 11TH

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 26, 2002

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
recognition of the one year anniversary of the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001. 

Last September, the lives of all Americans 
were forever changed. Loved ones have been 
lost, and the grief we feel is as sharp now as 
it was one year ago. There is an emptiness in 
families, in offices, in communities, where 
sons and daughters, husbands and wives, 
parents, siblings and friends once were. 

Our country has changed. We have focused 
intently on the task of ensuring our homeland 
security—a term seldom heard before this 
past year. We have invested billions of dollars 
in securing our ports and borders, water and 
food, and airways. We have enhanced the 
strength of our military and intelligence capac-
ities, undertaking an unprecedented campaign 
to end the threat of international terrorism. We 
have a new appreciation for the hard work of 
our men and women in uniform—whether they 
are soldiers, police officers, emergency med-
ical technicians, or firefighters. 

We joined together with the President, the 
Governor, and former Mayor Giuliani in pass-
ing an emergency spending bill which pro-
vided $21 billion to fund the rescue and recov-
ery efforts at the World Trade Center site and 
cleanup in lower Manhattan. This funding has 
also helped alleviate some of the economic 
ramifications of the terrorist attacks, provide 
counseling to New York schoolchildren af-
fected by 9/11, and it is now being used to 
modernize the transportation systems that 
were devastated by the towers’ collapse. The 
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